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Eng 483   Advanced Comp II
Course Syllabus

Center:__________  Day and Section Number:  __________


Instructor Information

	Instructor Name
	Kimberly Bettelyoun - He Crow

	Home Phone
	605-867-1624

	Office Phone
	605-455-6093

	Email Address
	khecrow@olc.edu  (I will respond to all email correspondence within 24 hours, except on weekends)

	Office Hours
	My office hours are one hour before or one hour after class.  I can also meet with students (by appointment) on Mondays or Fridays at Piya Wiconi. If these times don’t work, I am also open to schedule another appointment time.  Contact me to set up an appointment.

I also maintain an electronic presence during the day each week day.  I am in moodle, checking OLC email and I am on facebook (feel free to add me as a friend).





Course Information

Course Description
This course guides you toward more sophisticated and broad research strategies, and stylistic choices that are more varied and creative. Incorporating critical reading skills, this course instructs you to use reading to negotiate with the ideas of others, form your own opinions, and enlarge your own repertoires of rhetorical strategies. This course will prepare you to communicate effectively, ethically, responsibly, and professionally and will provide you with skills, strategies, and conceptual knowledge to help you address a variety of communication tasks.

New Prerequisites:  Engl 283, Junior Standing, and Instructor Approval

[bookmark: Paper_Info]Course Objectives
By the end of this course, you should be able to:
1. Write for multiple audiences and purposes—making appropriate decisions about content, rhetoric, structure, vocabulary, style, and presentation. 
1. Create individualized strategies for generating topics, developing and organizing ideas, reviewing and revising drafts, and editing and proofreading a polished product. 
1. Read print and electronic sources critically to identify an author’s argumentative strategies and stylistic techniques. 
1. Use advanced search techniques in databases and Internet search engines to locate scholarly articles, books, and web pages. 
1. Integrate sources with our own ideas, avoid plagiarism, and document sources correctly in a prescribed format. 
1. Experiment with more sophisticated rhetorical strategies and stylistic techniques. 
1. Write more comfortably within the rules and conventions of Standard Written American English. 

Required Texts & Materials
· Jump Drive
· TBA Text
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Instructional Methodology
Instruction of this class is accomplished through a mixture of lecture, discussion, and physical involvement by the student.  Students will read chapters and handouts that pertain to the objectives pertinent to the assignment. Students will then complete assignments with assistance as needed from the instructor and classmates.

Work Expectations
Students will complete reading and writing assignments in class. Many of these in class assignments cannot be made up later. Additionally, students will be assigned reading and writing assignments to be completed outside of class time. Failing to complete homework assignments will affect final grades.

Evaluation
	Reading Responses
	15%

	Summaries
	5%

	Daily Grade
	5%

	Portfolio (4 papers)
	75%


**It is the student¹s responsibility to keep copies of all papers and records of grades in case of a grade dispute.

Letter Grades and their Meanings for the Portfolio: 
	A= Excellent, full of very good ideas, but not necessarily perfect 

	B= Pretty good to very good, has some minor errors 

	C= Average, okay, fulfills the assignment, minor to major errors 

	D= Not on track, lacks focus, numerous errors 

	F=Misses the boat, lacks a coherent focus, full of grievous errors



Grading Scale
The following scale is used in determining averages:
100-90	A
89-80		B
79-70		C
69-60		D
59-0		F
NOTE: It is the student’s responsibility to keep copies of all papers and records of grades in case of a grade dispute.

Course Evaluation
I expect students to complete the course evaluation. Ideally, this activity will be completed during weeks thirteen or fourteen of the semester. The College Center Counselor will assist you. I value your viewpoint and your assessment of each course. It is vital to my continued development as an instructor.

Lakota Perspective
· The Lakota perspective is encouraged in this course. In fact, writing exercises and threaded discussion continually supplies a Lakota perspective on many topics considered in class.
· Wolakolkiciyapi. Students are encouraged to display the Lakota values of respect, knowledge, generosity, fortitude, truthfulness, and courage.
· Recommendations will be made to incorporate cultural themes and issues in papers and/or presentations.

English 483 Schedule
Week 1
· Go over Syllabus
· Introductions
· Pretest
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Week 2
· Topic Covered –Planning the Paper
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Week 3
· Topic Covered – Outlining the Paper 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Week 4
· Topic Covered -- Finding and Using Sources
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Week 5
· Topic Covered – Plagiarism 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Week 6-12
· Topic Covered – Writing the Paper 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Week 13-14
· Work on Editing and Revision
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Week 15
· Final Paper
· Final Reflection
· Celebration


Course Policies

Attendance Policy
This is a skills course--not a lecture course where you can borrow a friend’s notes afterward. Typically, one or more skills will be explained briefly in class, and you will then spend most of the class time practicing the skills, making them your own. You will be learning in the best possible way, through doing. Since much of the value and meaning of the course is the work done in class, you must be here on a steady basis. In a real sense, if you miss class, you are missing the course. Therefore, you should determine now to attend class faithfully; otherwise, you will be wasting your time and money.

Each student, present or absent, is responsible and accountable for his or her assignments, attendance, and participation.

The following attendance policy will be followed:
· Three (3) absences in a row (without face to face, electronic or phone communication) constitute an automatic drop. Leaving a message at the center is NOT adequate communication.
· Five (5) scattered absences constitute an automatic drop (or a total of 15 hours missed).
· There will be no such thing as an excused absence. All absences are documented in the same way, as absent unexcused. Save your allowed absences for emergencies.
· Tardiness and leaving early will be recorded. You must be present for at least ½ of the class to be marked present in jenzabar.

Withdrawal
Students who are dropped from a class either by me or by the registrar will NOT be reinstated. There are NO reinstatements for students who are dropped for five absences.

Communication is essential. If you are having difficulties and are in danger of being dropped, contact me asap to discuss options BEFORE you are dropped.

You should also be aware that withdrawals (drops) will very likely affect your financial award:  Pell, Higher Ed., Scholarships, etc. You must be willing to make a commitment in order to be successful in your journey at OLC.

Incomplete and Grade Change
There must be a valid reason to request a grade change or an incomplete.  An incomplete grade or grade change is given only when the instructor feels special circumstances warrant it. 

Not getting work done on time, missing class, being tardy or leaving early are NOT valid reasons for incompletes or grade changes.

Late Work
Each student, present or absent, is responsible and accountable for his or her assignments, attendance, and participation. Missing class does not excuse a student from having work done at the next class.
· Assignments may be submitted by email through Friday of the week due for full credit.
· Assignments submitted late (after Friday) will be reduced by one letter grade.
· Assignments more than one week late will not be accepted.

Academic Integrity
Oglala Lakota College has established an academic dishonesty policy. The current college catalog states 
Academic dishonesty is the taking of an examination or the preparation of papers for credit wherein the student knowingly represents the work of another as his/her own; and/or knowingly breaks stated examination rules. A student may be expelled and barred from further classes upon proof in a hearing of academic dishonesty. (10)
The Humanities and Social Science department fully supports this policy. Part of the learning process includes the review and integration of the work of others with your thoughts and ideas. In this process, there is no room for plagiarism, which robs you of meaningful learning and is unfair to the original author.

Plagiarism is an ethical violation that is not tolerated at OLC. Oglala Lakota College faculty and staff are fully aware of the many online resources that are now available and we encourage you to focus on learning rather than the inappropriate use of another person's work without proper citation.

You are expected to do your own work. If you are unsure about the proper documentation of someone else’s words and/or ideas, ask me. Plagiarism will not be tolerated in this class. Plagiarism will result in an F for the course.

Academic Freedom in Learning
Under Board of Regents and University policy, student academic performance may be evaluated solely on an academic basis, not on opinions or conduct in reasoned exception to the data or views offered in any course of study and to reserve judgment about matters of opinion, but they are responsible for learning the content of any course of study for which they are enrolled. 

Students who believe that an academic evaluation reflects prejudiced or capricious consideration of student opinions or conduct unrelated to academic standards should first contact the instructor of the course to initiate a review of the evaluation.  If the student remains unsatisfied, the student may contact the department head and/or dean of the college which offers the class to initiate a review of the evaluation.

Student Conduct
OLC students will abide by the standards of conduct stated in the latest student handbook. Every student has the right to a safe learning environment.  OLC applies the following as acts of misconduct subject to disciplinary action: Any actual or threatened physical violence; Gross disorderly conduct;  Verbal  abuse or harassment;  Vandalism;  Attending classes under the influence of alcohol or drugs; and any other student conduct that causes a disruption in the classroom.  Any infringement of these rules could lead to dismissal.

Please respect your classmates and your instructor by refraining from the following in class, except where authorized as part of an assignment:
· Visiting with classmates
· Surfing the Internet
· Checking or sending e-mail
· Making or answering phone calls
· Texting


ADA Statement	(American Disabilities Act)
This class requires extensive reading and writing.  If you have a disability that prevents you from taking part in any activities, please talk to the Instructor.  

If you have a disability that interferes with your ability to learn and in need of assistance please contact the OLC Coordinator of Support Services, at 455-6040.  See OLC Policy 85-600 for further details.

Do this as soon as possible, so we can make arrangements to fit your needs. If you’re not sure if your writing or reading skills are sufficient for this course, please see me immediately, so we can determine whether you need assistance to do well.  If you are having problems with the material during the semester, please contact me right away.

Additional Information

Document Preparation
· Word processing is required for all papers. Papers are to be typed and double-spaced. Do not justify the margins. Leave the right margin “ragged”. Use 12 pt Times or Times New Roman font. Papers should also be submitted via e-mail. Assistance will be provided in class.
· When saving papers electronically, name the file with your first initial, last name, assignment name and draft number. Example: “kbettelyoun research paper draft 1”
· For handwritten assignments, use blue or black ink on only one side of the paper. Cut off all ragged edges. All papers must be stapled or paper-clipped together. 
· Each time you turn in a paper, you will turn in the final copy along with all copies of all previous drafts. To begin with, this paper will not be “graded” in the traditional sense. It will be evaluated and have general comments written on it (i.e., excellent, very good, average, not passing), but it will not receive a letter grade. You have the opportunity to revise the paper so that it will be representative of your best work. I strongly encourage revision. Revision is an integral part to the writing process and should not be neglected. Revision should take place throughout the semester, not during the last two weeks.  Papers that have been revised will then be given a letter grade.

Freewrites
· I generally start each class with a short, 5-10 minute freewrite. This is how I will take attendance. If you miss the freewrite, you are counted absent. This also counts towards your daily grade.

Reading Responses
· A reading response should be at least 300 words (1 ½ pages), though they may certainly be longer. They must be typed. Reading responses are assigned throughout the semester for specific readings—check your daily schedule for due dates. These will help me see how you are faring with the readings, as well as help me get to know you as a writer. All reading responses will be graded on a 10-point scale.
· A reading response does more than merely summarize the reading. If it does, you will receive (at most) 5 points. A reading response is a piece of writing in which students go beyond a summary to say something significant, or interesting, or at least reasonable. I want to see that you are thinking and applying the ideas from the readings. Agree or disagree with the author (and tell me why), apply the ideas mentioned in a different situation, relate the reading’s main idea to a personal experience or belief, or discuss the main idea in some other context—but do not merely summarize.

Summaries
· A summary should concisely restate key ideas in your own words. You may include quotes, though you should be sure they are important and you document them correctly. The key is to find the key idea—the central argument—and tell me what that is in your own words. Also tell me how the author backs that argument up; what support is offered? A summary should be about 250 words.

The Portfolio System
· Each time you turn in an essay, you will turn in the final copy along with all copies of all previous drafts in a 2-pocket folder. This essay will not be “graded” in the traditional sense. It will be evaluated and had general comments written on it (i.e., excellent, very good, average, not passing), but it will not receive a letter grade. You have the opportunity to revise each essay as many times as you like so that it will be representative of your best work, until it is time to turn it in for final grading at the end of the semester. I strongly encourage revision. Revision is an integral part to the writing process and should not be neglected. Should you decide to revise, I would also suggest you make an effort to conference with me during office hours about the revisions you intend. Revision should take place throughout the semester, not during the last two weeks on it. 
· When the final portfolio is turned in for evaluation at the end of the semester, it will receive a letter grade. Save all of your work for each essay during the semester to include it in the final portfolio. Incomplete portfolios lose points during evaluation.
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