


OGLALA  LAKOTA COLLEGE

Course Syllabus for

EnS 253 Hydrology

Spring 2010

Instructor: Jason Tinant 

 Office – 605-455-6124

Cell – 605-441-0154 

Fax – 605-455-2603

e-mail: jtinant@olc.edu
Course Description: Water is an element of singular importance on the earth for animal and human societies.  Across the world, we are beginning to have to make difficult choices about the distribution and use of water resources.  Biologists and earth scientists need to understand the principals of hydrology in order to make sound decisions regarding the future health of streams, human populations, and wildlife.

Prerequisites/Expectations of Previous Experience: The course assumes that the student is proficient in using a Windows computer, and can perform basic tasks such as logging in, copying and deleting files, creating folders, etc.  Reasonable expertise in using word processing, spreadsheet, web browsers, and presentation software is also expected. 
Course Objectives:  The overall goal of this course is to give students an introduction to the 

the hydrologic cycle, focusing on precipitation, infiltration and soil-water processes; evapotranspiration; surface runoff; and flow systems, including rivers, channels and impoundments. Basic concepts in fluid mechanics such as pressure, friction, and pressure head may also be addressed during the course.

Prerequisites: Chem 231, Geol 133, and NaRs 113 completed with a grade of “C” or better, or permission of instructor. 

Using Internet-based Content Management Systems: The course will be Internet supported through the Moodle course management system.  Moodle will be used to facilitate much of the daily course activity.   Students will learn how to do the following:
· Download course material and information

· View and submit your assignments and reading quizzes electronically

· Receive your graded assignments and comments electronically

· Correspond with the instructor and other students by email 

Keep track of your grades and progress in the class
The login page for OLC Math and Science classes D2L can be found at: http://moo.olc.edu/course/category.php?id=9.  Information on how to log into and set up your Moodle account can be found at http://wiki.olc.edu/index.php/Setup_Moodle.
Required Textbook: Trimble, Stanley W. Ward, Andy D. (2004) Environmental Hydrology. CRC Press LLC. Boca Raton, Florida. ISBN: 1-56670-616-5.  

Supporting Documentation: The instructor will provide supporting documentation via the Moodle course management system.

Descriptive Reading Load: Grade 14 reading level.  One to two chapters every 2 weeks.

Types and Amounts of Writing Expected: The nature of this course offering requires that a significant amount of writing to be completed as homework. 
Lakota Perspective: This course stresses Wolakotakiciapi or “learning Lakota ways of life in the community”.  Understanding how the methods taught in the course apply to the 'real world' requires patience and quiet observation.  Participants in this course are expected to practice respect for each other, the instructor, and for all living and natural things used during this course.  

Attendance Policy: Attendance is important to your success in the class. In accordance with OLC policy, you will be dropped from the course if you miss more than three consecutive class periods. If you miss more than five class periods during the semester, you will also be dropped from the course. 
Grading:  Grading for this class will be made up of the following areas:

Class Participation



15%

In-Class Assignments



30%

Weekly Quizzes



20%



Take Home Assignments


20%

Service Project and/or Final Exam

15% 

Total





100 %

The following scale will be used: 

A = 90% - 100%

B = 80% - 89.9% 

C = 70% - 79.9%

D = 60% - 69.9%

F = below 60%

Class Participation, In-Class, and Take Home Assignment Grading Rubric 

	Grade
	Points
	Description

	A
	4
	Completed work in a timely manner; High enthusiasm for course material; Met expectations based on abilities.

	B
	3
	Work completed in a less timely fashion or not meeting expectations for professionalism or content; moderate enthusiasm for course material.

	C
	2
	Work does not meet expectations for timeliness, professionalism, and/or content; low enthusiasm for course material 

	D
	1
	Attended class or excused absence; work and class participation shows minimal effort.

	F
	0
	Unexcused absence; no effort to make up missed work.


Class Format: Hydrology is being offered concurrently at He Sapa and Pahin Sinte Center computer labs with the instructor rotating between centers on alternate weeks. The format for Hydrology includes: 1) Lectures in the Pictel room, 2) instructor-led examples, 4) take-home homework problems, 5) semester class project.
Weekly In-class Assignments: We will typically cover one chapter every two weeks for this class.  Assessment for the In-class assignments will typically consist of collaboratively going through example problems.  Please see the course outline at the end of the syllabus for due dates for weekly assignments.
Take Home Assignments: 

Homework assignments are based on readings and are tied to weekly objectives.  The purpose of these assignments is to apply and reinforce concepts from the weekly readings. 

Homework is an opportunity to practice professionalism.  All homework involving writing should be completed in paragraph form, which consists of: i) a topic sentence; ii) 3-5 body sentences; and iii) a conclusion or transition sentence.  Professional ethics requires referencing the author of any text or pictures that are used in assignments.  

Plagiarism (i.e. passing off another author's work off as your own) will not be tolerated. Professional ethics requires referencing the author of any text or pictures that are used in assignments.  Plagiarism (i.e. passing off another author's work off as your own) will not be tolerated.  Please refer to the Oglala Lakota College Student Handbook for the official policy on plagiarism.  Please contact the Instructor if you have questions on plagiarism, or on how to site another person’s work.  Suspected cases of plagiarism or academic dishonesty will be referred to the Math and Science Department Chair.
The instructor is available for additional help on homework via email or through a telephone interview (please email to set-up an interview time).

Semester Project: The OLC math and science department is working with the Oglala Sioux Tribe (OST) Natural Resources Department (NRD) to define a service-learning project that meets the needs of reservation communities.  

Honor Policy: You are encouraged to consult each other on the lab exercises, especially if you encounter a problem.  However, you should ensure that YOU personally can do each and every problem, and the work you turn in must be your own.  In the case that a student turns in work that is demonstrably in violation of the policy, the student(s) involved will receive a zero for the assignment, and an academic dishonesty report will be filed with the Vice President for Academic Affairs.  Multiple or extensive violations will result in greater penalties, up to receiving an immediate F for the class.
Electronic Device Policy: Please turn off your cell phone before class starts. No text messaging in class. No headphones. If you wish to use a laptop in this class for purposes of note taking ONLY, that’s fine.  No web surfing, emailing, or game-playing in class is permitted, and violators will be excused from class for the day.  Repeat offenders may be dropped from the course. No other use of any other electronic/computer media is allowed during class time.
ADA Statement: Students with special needs or requiring special accommodations should contact the instructor, at the earliest opportunity.
Course Philosophy: You are not studying and learning for the instructor, but for yourself.  Grades are important for your academic career; nevertheless, your professional life really begins after you graduate. Understanding the hydrologic cycle will help you not only in your professional career, but also to understand and appreciate your surroundings and life itself. This is a chance to start building onto your existing knowledge. What you take out of this course is up to you. You have to invest your time into learning.
Tips to Succeed in this Course:

Read chapters before trying to do the homework or the quiz. Then it will be much easier for you to follow the online lecture and to use online forums to ask questions about material that you did not understand.

Do not just “read” your textbook.  Keep good notes in a separate notebook and use your notebook to comprehend new concepts and define new terms in your own words. 

When you do your assignments, go back through the appropriate chapters and read them carefully a second time to find the answers.

Actively take part in the class using the online forums.  This will help you solve problems in your homework in a collaborative fashion.

Weekly course topics may include:

	Wk Num
	Course Topic
	Assignment Due Dates - TBD

	1
	Chapter 1 
	

	2
	Chapter 2
	

	3
	
	

	4
	Chapter 3
	

	5
	
	

	6
	Chapter 4
	

	7
	
	

	8
	Chapter 5
	

	9
	
	

	10
	Chapter 7
	

	11
	
	

	12
	Chapter 9
	

	13
	
	

	14
	Chapter 11
	

	15
	
	

	Make-up
	Final Oral and Written Presentations
	All homework turned in


Note: The instructor reserves the right to make changes. Students will be                           informed of any such change.
